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Chapter  Sixteen 
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The  Holy  Prophet’s  Mercy  and 
Kindness  toward  the  Non-Muslim 
Citizens  and  Those  under  an 
Agreement  of  Protection 
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2.14/1.  According  to  cAbd  Allah  b.  cAmr  •$>,  the  Prophet  # said, 

“Anyone  who  kills  a non-Muslim  under  treaty  [mu^ahad]  will 
not  smell  the  fragrance  of  Paradise,  even  though  its  fragrance  can  be 
smelled  at  a distance  of  forty  years.” 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl,  Ibn  Majah  and  al-Bazzar. 
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215/2.  According  to  Abu  Dharr  Allah’s  Messenger  ^fk  said, 

“‘Indeed,  you  shall  soon  conquer  Egypt;  it  is  a land  whose  currency 


~14  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-§ahlh:  Bk.:  al-Jizya  [The  Taxation  for  Non- 
Muslims  Living  in  an  Islamic  State],  chapter,  “The  Sin  of  Someone  Who  Kills  a 
Non-Muslim  Citizen  Without  His  Having  Committed  a Crime,”  3:1155  §2995; 
•Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan : Bk.:  al -Diyat  [The  Blood  Money],  chapter,  “Someone 
Concerning  the  One  Who  Kills  a Non-Muslim  Citizen,”  2:896  §2686;  •al- 
Bazzar  in  al-Musnad , 6:368  §2383. 

~*5  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih : Bk.:  FadcCil  al-sahaba  [The  Virtues  of 


3i7 


3 18  \ Muhammad  0,:  The  Merciful 


is  named  qirat.  When  you  conquer  it,  you  must  treat  its  inhabitants 
well,  for  they  have  a right  on  you  and  ties  of  kinship,’  or  he  said,  ‘they 
have  a right  and  ties  through  marriage.’  He  continued,  cSo  if  you  see 
two  men  disputing  there  about  the  place  of  a brick,  depart  from  it.’  I 
saw  cAbd  al-Rahman  Shurahbll  b.  Hasana  and  his  brother,  Rablca, 
disputing  over  the  place  of  a brick,  so  I left.” 

Reported  by  Muslim,  Ahmad  and  Ibn  Hibban. 
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2.16/3.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  the  Prophet  said, 

“Beware,  whoever  kills  a non-Muslim  under  treaty  and  with  the 
guarantee  of  Allah  and  the  guarantee  of  His  Messenger,  he  has  violated 
Allah’s  guarantee  and  shall  not  smell  the  fragrance  of  Paradise,  and 
indeed  its  fragrance  can  be  smelled  at  a distance  of  seventy  years.” 

Reported  by  al-Tirmidhl,  Ibn  Majah,  Abu  Yacla  and  al-Hakim. 
According  to  al-Tirmidhl,  “Abu  Hurayra’s  tradition  is  fine, 
authentic.” 


the  Companions],  Ch.:  “The  Orders  of  the  Prophet  ^ Regarding  the  People  of 
Egypt/5  4:1970  §2.543;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 5:173  §21560;  #Ibn 
Hibban  in  al-Sahih , 15:68  §6676;  •al-Tabaran!  in  al-Mucjam  al-Awsaty  8:303 
§8701. 

Set  forth  by  •al-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Diydt  [The  Blood  Money], 
Ch.:  “What  Has  Been  Narrated  Concerning  He  Who  Kills  Somebody  Who  Is 
Under  Protection,”  4:20  §1403;  »Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan : Bk.:  al-Diydt  [The 
Blood  Money],  Ch.:  “Killing  Someone  Under  Protection,”  2:896  §2687;  •Abu 
Yala  in  al-Musnad , 1K335  §6452;  •al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadmk , 2:138  §2581; 
•al-Bavhaql  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 9:205  §18511. 
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217/4.  According  to  numerous  children  of  the  Companions  of  Allah  s 
Messenger  0,  [according  to  al-Bayhaql,  thirty],  all  reported  on  the 
authority  of  their  fathers  that  Allah’s  Messenger  0 said, 

“Beware!  Anyone  who  wrongs  a non-Muslim  citizen  under  treaty, 
or  diminishes  any  of  his  rights,  or  burdens  him  more  than  he  can  bear, 
or  takes  anything  from  him  that  he  is  not  willing  to  give,  I shall  plead 
on  his  [latter’s]  behalf  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection.” 

Reported  by  Abu  Dawud.  According  to  al-cAjlunI,  “Its  chain  of 
transmission  is  fine.” 
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218/5.  According  to  Abu  Bakra  j&,  Allah’s  Messenger  said, 

“Whoever  kills  unjustly  a non-Muslim  under  treaty,  Allah  shall 
forbid  him  Paradise.” 


217  Set  forth  by  •Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Kharaj , al-faV  wa  al-imdra 
[The  Land  Tax,  War  Booty  That  Is  Taken  Without  Fighting,  and  Appointing 
Leaders],  Ch.:  “Taking  One  Tenth  from  Non-Muslim  Citizens  When  They  Do 
Business,”  3:170  §3052;  •al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 9:205  §18511;  and 
cited  by  •al-Mundhirl  in  al-Targhtb  wa  al-tarhlb , 4:7  §45 5 ^ a°d  al"  Ajlunl  in 
Kashf  al-khafa\  2:342. 

218  Set  forth  by  #Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-]ihad  [The  Striving],  Ch.: 


32.0  I Muhammad  =jgk:  The  Merciful 


Reported  by  Ahmad,  Abu  Dawud,  al-NasaT  and  al-Dariml. 
According  to  al-Hakim,  “This  hadith  has  an  authentic  chain  of 
transmission.” 
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219/6.  According  to  cAbd  Allah  b.  cAmr  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ said, 
“Anyone  who  kills  a non-Muslim  citizen  [from  ahl  al-dhimma]  will 
not  smell  the  fragrance  of  Paradise,  even  though  its  fragrance  can  be 
smelled  at  a distance  of  forty  years.” 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  al-NasaT  and  al-Bazzar.  According  to  al- 
Hakim,  “This  is  an  authentic  tradition.” 
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“Fulling  the  Rights  of  The  One  Under  Guarantee  of  the  Protection  and  His 
Inviolability,”  3:83  §276;  •al-Dariml  in  al-Sunan , 2:308  §2504;  •al-NasaT  in 
al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Qasama  [The" Partitioning],  Ch.:  “The  Gravity  of  Killing 
Someone  Who  is  Under  Protection,”  8:24  §474 7,  and  also  in  al-Sunan  al- 
Kubra , 4:221  §6949;  *al-Bazzar  in  al-Musnad , 9:129  §3679;  •al-Hakim  in 
al-Mustadrak,  2:154  §2631;  •al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mucjam  al-Awsat , 8:76  §8011; 
•Ibn  al-Jarud  in  al-Muntaqa , 1:213  §835;  •al-Tayalisi  in  al-Musnad , 1:118 
§879;  •al-Bayhaq!  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 9:321  §18629. 

2,19  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  2:186  §6745;  •al-NasaT 
in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Qasama  [The  Partitioning],  Ch.:  “The  Gravity  of  Killing 
Someone  Who  Is  Under  Protection,”  8:24  §4750,  and  also  in  al-Sunan  al- 
Kubra,  4:221  §6952;  •al-Bazzar  in  al-Musnad,  6:631  §2373;  •al-Hakim  in  al- 
Mustadrak,  2:137  §258;  *Ibn  al-Jarud  in  al-Muntaqa , 1:212  §834;  *al-Bayhaql 
in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 8:133  §16260;  •al-Mundhirl  in  al-Targhib  wa  al-Tarhib, 

3:204  §3693. 


The  Holy  Prophet’s  Mercy  and  Kindness  toward  the  Non-Muslim  ...  I 321 


mi  9 oi 


jj 


220/7.  According  to  al-Qasim  b.  Mukhaymira  a man  from  the 
Companions  of  the  Prophet  ^ reported, 

“Allah’s  Messenger  said,  ‘Whoever  kills  a non-Muslim  citizen 
will  not  smell  the  fragrance  of  Paradise,  even  though  its  fragrance  can 
be  smelled  at  a distance  of  seventy  years.’” 

Reported  by  Ahmad  and  al-NasaJi  (and  the  wording  is  his). 
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Z2.1/8.  According  to  cAbd  al-Rahman  b.  al-Baylamani,  a man  from 
the  Muslims  killed  a man  from  the  People  of  the  Book.  The  case  was 
presented  to  the  Prophet  Jk  and  he  said, 

“I  am  most  responsible  of  all  for  fulfilling  the  rights  of  those  under 
my  care  [i.e.,  non-Muslim  citizens].”  Then  he  ordered  [the  killing  of 
the  Muslim  killer  by  way  of  retribution]  and  he  was  killed. 


Reported  by  al-ShafiT  and  al-Bayhaql. 
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lzo  Narrated  by  'Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  4,  237,  5,  3 69  §§  18097, 

13* I77>  'al-Nasa’T  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Qasama  [The  Partitioning!,  chapter, 
“The  Gravity  of  Killing  Someone  who  is  under  Treaty,”  8:25  §4749,  and  in 
al-Sunan  al-Kubra,  4:221  §7951;  'al-Mundhiri  in  al-Targhtb  wa  al-Tarhib, 
3:204  §3695. 

2ZI  Set  forth  by  »Abu  Nu'aym  in  Musnad  Abi  Hantfa,  p.ro4;  'al-Bayhaql 
in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra,  8:30  §15696;  and  cited  by  'al-ShafiT  in  al-Musnad, 
p.  343,  al-ShaybSni  in  al-Mabsut,  4:488,  and  al-Hujja  4:342-344,  and 
al-Qurashi  in  al-Kharaj,  82  §238. 


32.2.  I Muhammad  The  Merciful 
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222/9.  Abu  Qatada  said, 

“When  the  delegation  of  the  Negus  [the  king  of  Abyssinia]  came  to 
the  Prophet  Jk,  he  stood  up  to  serve  them.  His  Companions  said,  ‘O 
Messenger  of  Allah!  We  can  sufficiently  do  (the  hospitality)  for  you!5 
The  Prophet  Jk  replied,  ‘They  honoured  my  Companions  previously 
[i.e.,  when  some  of  the  Companions  migrated  to  Abyssinia],  so  I would 
like  to  honour  them  in  kind.555 


Reported  by  al-Bayhaqi  and  al-Saydawi. 
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223/10.  cUmar  b.  al-Khattab  & said  (when  he  was  martyred), 

“I  advise  him  [my  successor]  to  fulfil  the  contract  of  the  protection 
of  Allah  and  the  protection  of  Allah’s  Messenger  Jk  with  the  non- 
Muslims  under  treaty  and  to  fight  for  them  [if  need  rises]  and  not  to 
burden  them  with  more  than  they  can  bear.” 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl  and  Ibn  Abl  Shayba. 


222  Set  forth  by  •al-Bayhaqi  in  Shu^ab  al-lman , 6:517  §9125,  and  al-Saydawi 
in  Mucjam  al-Shuyiikh , 1:97. 

223  Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-Jibad  wa  al-siyar  [The  Striving 
and  Expeditions],  chapter,  “Non-Muslim  Citizens  are  to  be  Defended  and 
They  can  not  be  Taken  Captive,”  3:1m  §2887,  and  in  Kitab  al-Jana'iz  [The 
Funerals],  chapter,  “What  is  Reported  Concerning  the  Grave  of  the  Prophet  Jk 
and  the  Graves  of  Abu  Bakr  and  TJmar,”  1:469  1328;  #Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in  al- 
Musannafj  8:436  §37059;  *Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sahlh,  15:354  §6917;  •al-Qurashl 
in  al-Kharaj,  80  §232. 
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2.Z4/11.  According  to  Ibrahim, 

“A  man  from  Banu  Bakr  b.  Wa’il  killed  a man  from  the  people 
of  Hlra,  and  that  'Umar  b.  al-Khattab  & [the  Caliph  at  the  time] 
instructed  for  the  man  to  be  brought  to  the  victim’s  family,  and  that  if 
they  wish  they  can  kill  him  [in  retribution]  and  if  they  wish  they  can 
pardon  him.  The  man  was  then  brought  to  the  family  of  the  victim  and 
taken  by  a man  from  them  named  Hunayn  from  the  people  of  Hlra, 
who  then  killed  him.” 

Reported  by  al-ShafiT  and  al-Bayhaql. 
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.4  Set  forth  by  •al-ShafiT  in  al-Umm , 7:321;  »al-Bayhaqi  in  al-Sunan  al- 
Kubra , 8:32  §15706;  •al-Shaybanl  in  al-Hujja , 4:335;  #al-ZaylaT  in  Nasb  al- 
Raya,  4:337. 
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225/12.  According  to  Abu  al-Janub  al-Asadi 

“A  Muslim  who  had  killed  a non-Muslim  under  treaty  was  presented 
in  the  court  of  ‘All  j&.  After  the  proof  of  his  crime  was  furnished  and 
found  valid,  ‘All  & ordered  him  to  be  killed  fin  retribution  for  killing 
the  non-Muslim].  The  brother  of  the  victim  came  to  him  [‘All]  and 
said,  ‘I  have  pardoned  him.’  ‘All  asked,  ‘Did  they  [the  heirs  of  the 
killer]  scare  you  or  threaten  you  in  any  way?’  The  man  replied,  ‘No. 
Killing  him  will  not  bring  my  brother  back.  They  offered  blood  money 
in  return  and  I agreed  to  it.’  ‘All  said,  ‘You  know  best;  whoever  is 
under  our  guarantee  of  protection,  then  his  blood  is  like  our  blood 
and  the  blood  money  due  to  him  is  like  the  blood  money  due  to  us.’” 

Reported  by  al-Shafi‘I,  Abu  Yusuf  and  al-Bayhaql. 
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226/13.  According. to  Jubayr  b.  Nufayr  Jt, 

“A  large  amount  of  wealth  was  brought  to  ‘Umar  b.  al-Khattab 
and  Abu  ‘Ubayd  said,  ‘I  believe  it  was  money  collected  from  the  tax 
levied  on  non-Muslim  citizens.’  ‘Umar  said,  ‘For  certain,  I fear  you 
have  destroyed  many  people!’  They  [the  tax  collectors]  said,  ‘No,  by 
Allah!  We  have  taken  only  the  surplus  to  their  needs  with  tenderness 
and  ease.’  ‘Umar  inquired,  ‘Was  it  acquired  without  recourse  to  a whip 


225  Set  forth  by  •al-Shafi‘I  in  al-Musnad,  344;  *Abu  Yusuf  in  Kitab  al-Kharaj, 
p.187;  •al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra,  8:34  §15712;  and  cited  by  »al- 
‘Asqalanl  in  al-Diraya  ftTakhrlj  Ahadlth  al-Hidaya,  2:263,  and  al-Zayla‘1  in 
N asb  al-Raya,  4:336. 

226  Set  forth  by  »Abu  ‘Ubayd  in  al-Amwal,  54  §114  and  cited  by  Ibn  Qudama 
al-Maqdis!  in  al-Mughni,  9,  290. 
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or  coercion?5  They  replied,  ‘Yes.5  He  said,  ‘All  praise  is  due  to  Allah, 
Who  did  not  put  that  [oppression]  on  my  hands  or  during  my  rule.555 

Reported  by  Abu  cUbayd. 


